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 Welcome to Forton House campsite.  
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Welcome to your Shepherdôs Hut. Weôre completed indebted to our woodland for 

building the Shepherdôs Huts and providing heat for the woodburner, so for every booking 

made at fortonhouse.com we plant a new tree. This helps to make your holiday with us 

carbon neutral. Head over to edenprojects.org to see how you are making a difference 

with your booking! 

 

The woodburner. In the Left Hand kitchen drawer you will find paraffin firelighter blocks, 

lighters and safety glove. Lighting a couple of these blocks under some thinner wood, with 

larger wood on top should get the woodburner going first time.  The two woodburner 

controls push to the right to get the fire airflow going and then moved to the left after 10-15 

minutes to slow the burn rate down.  

 

It takes about half an hour for the woodburner to really heat up. 

Caution at this point, especially the top control that becomes too hot to 

touch with a bare hand.  

 

From Taunton: A358 to Ilminster. At the 

Travelodge/Burger King roundabout take 4
th

 
Exit to Chard. 

From Chard: In Chard pass B&Q traffic 
lights. In centre of Town, cross over traffic 
lights. Then right at mini roundabout, past 
Police station (on your right). 

Follow road to the left by old Parish church 
then immediately left signposted ñForton 1ò 

Travel 1 mile over 3 speed bumps, turn in to 
drive at 4th speed bump. 

Google Earth is not too helpful because it 
shows the house before the new entrance 
was built. Once in the grounds, head up the 
drive through the double gates (avoid the 
old narrow entrance marked Forton Lodge). 

Arrival is from 3pm and departure is by 
11am 

Password: 20044954 



https://www.fortonhouse.com 

Thereôs a small electric heater to give some background heat before you arrive, and in 

case the fire goes out in the night, it will automatically cut in. 

 

Shopping. Local Towns of Chard, Crewkerne and Axminster have a range of caf®ôs and 

shops with Tesco, Sainsburyôs and Lidl in Chard, Waitrose 7 miles away in Crewkerne.  

 

Eating out. 

Close at hand with good reviews, we have enjoyed them all: 

Distance 

(miles) 
NAME Address Website 

1.5 Lordleaze Hotel 

01460 61066 

Henderson 

Drive, Chard 

TA20 2HW 

http://lordleazehotel.com/restaurant/ 

Open to non-residents 

1.6 Eleos ï daytime 

only café 

28 Fore Street, 

Chard TA20 1PT 

http://www.eleos.org.uk/ 

Much loved local café for good coffee, 

cakes and affordable lunches 

1.7 Bath House 

Restaurant 

01460 67575 

28 Holyrood 

Street, Chard 

TA20 2AH 

http://www.bathhouse-hotel.uk/restaurant/ 

Delightful property in the centre of Chard 

1.7 Spice Villa 

(Indian / 

Bangladeshi) 

01460 64025 

19 High Street, 

Chard TA20 1QF 

https://www.facebook.com/SpiceVillaChard/ 

They can deliver takeaway, but to the 

campsite roadside. 

3.3 The Tytherleigh 

Arms 

01460 220214 

Tytherleigh, 

Axminster EX13 

7BE 

http://www.tytherleigharms.com/ 

Reliable and friendly gastro-pub 

3.3 The Cotley Inn Wambrook, Chard 

TA20 3EN 

http://www.cotleyinnwambrook.co.uk/ 

Beautiful setting 

http://lordleazehotel.com/restaurant/
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=&daddr=28+Fore+Street%2C+Chard+TA20+1PT+England@50.872864,-2.963971
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=&daddr=28+Fore+Street%2C+Chard+TA20+1PT+England@50.872864,-2.963971
http://www.eleos.org.uk/
http://www.bathhouse-hotel.uk/restaurant/
https://www.facebook.com/SpiceVillaChard/
http://www.tytherleigharms.com/
http://www.cotleyinnwambrook.co.uk/
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Walks: This is our favourite local walk. The red line is 40+ minutes, a signed footpath 

across fields ï includes a style. The blue line is mainly along empty narrow roads (apart 

from the odd horse) a couple of hours, which takes you to Tatworth outskirts.  

 

 

 
 

 

Detour to Ye 

Olde Poppe Inn 

pub. Axminster 

Rd (A358). 

Food served. 
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For a longer walk, you can trek along ñThe Driftò to Chardôs disused reservoir ï now a 

nature reserve. The Drift is a rough track in places. Itôs also a scenic (but long) route to 

Town shops for enthusiastic walkers ï the red dashed route.  

Sustrans cycling route 33 starts in the park over the main road from Tesco 

 

 

 
 

Sustrans Route 33. Cycling or walking. From Tesco in Chard you can walk /cycle through 

a park and then along a disused railway line to Ilminster. With an OS map you can carry 

on and walk past historic Dillington House. Sustrans info: ñA popular ride with locals and 

visitors, there is much to experience along the way from reminders of the Second World War (the 

Taunton Stop Line defences), to a bird watching haven at Chard Reservoirò 

Nature 

reserve 

The Drift 

Forton House CL 
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Places to visit: 

 

Forde Abbey is our closest attraction, a privately owned former Cistercian monastery just 

over the border in Dorset, a 2 mile walk or 5 minutes by car. The house and gardens are 

run as a tourist attraction, the gardens can be enjoyed all day. https://www.fordeabbey.co.uk/ 

 

 

 
 

 

Lyme Regis is a beautiful seaside town where nearly all our 

visitors head to (30 minutes) or Seaton (25 minute drive).  

At Lyme Regis itôs worth walking a bit further West than the 

rest of the visitors to see fantastic ammonite fossils the size 

of car wheels on this wonderful Jurassic Coast.  

 

Abbey 

https://www.fordeabbey.co.uk/

