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 Welcome to Forton House campsite.  
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Welcome to your Shepherd’s Hut. We’re completed indebted to our woodland for 

building the Shepherd’s Huts and providing heat for the woodburner, so for every booking 

made at fortonhouse.com we plant a new tree. This helps to make your holiday with us 

carbon neutral. Head over to edenprojects.org to see how you are making a difference 

with your booking! 

 

The woodburner. In the Left Hand kitchen drawer you will find paraffin firelighter blocks, 

lighters and safety glove. Lighting a couple of these blocks under some thinner wood, with 

larger wood on top should get the woodburner going first time.  The two woodburner 

controls push to the right to get the fire airflow going and then moved to the left after 10-15 

minutes to slow the burn rate down.  

 

It takes about half an hour for the woodburner to really heat up. 

Caution at this point, especially the top control that becomes too hot to 

touch with a bare hand.  

 

From Taunton: A358 to Ilminster. At the 

Travelodge/Burger King roundabout take 4
th

 
Exit to Chard. 

From Chard: In Chard pass B&Q traffic 
lights. In centre of Town, cross over traffic 
lights. Then right at mini roundabout, past 
Police station (on your right). 

Follow road to the left by old Parish church 
then immediately left signposted “Forton 1” 

Travel 1 mile over 3 speed bumps, turn in to 
drive at 4th speed bump. 

Google Earth is not too helpful because it 
shows the house before the new entrance 
was built. Once in the grounds, head up the 
drive through the double gates (avoid the 
old narrow entrance marked Forton Lodge). 

Arrival is from 3pm and departure is by 
11am 

Password: 20044954 
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There’s a small electric heater to give some background heat before you arrive, and in 

case the fire goes out in the night, it will automatically cut in. 

 

Shopping. Local Towns of Chard, Crewkerne and Axminster have a range of café’s and 

shops with Tesco, Sainsbury’s and Lidl in Chard, Waitrose 7 miles away in Crewkerne.  

 

Eating out. 

Close at hand with good reviews, we have enjoyed them all: 

Distance 

(miles) 
NAME Address Website 

1.5 Lordleaze Hotel 

01460 61066 

Henderson 

Drive, Chard 

TA20 2HW 

http://lordleazehotel.com/restaurant/ 

Open to non-residents 

1.6 Eleos – daytime 

only café 

28 Fore Street, 

Chard TA20 1PT 

http://www.eleos.org.uk/ 

Much loved local café for good coffee, 

cakes and affordable lunches 

1.7 Bath House 

Restaurant 

01460 67575 

28 Holyrood 

Street, Chard 

TA20 2AH 

http://www.bathhouse-hotel.uk/restaurant/ 

Delightful property in the centre of Chard 

1.7 Spice Villa 

(Indian / 

Bangladeshi) 

01460 64025 

19 High Street, 

Chard TA20 1QF 

https://www.facebook.com/SpiceVillaChard/ 

They can deliver takeaway, but to the 

campsite roadside. 

3.3 The Tytherleigh 

Arms 

01460 220214 

Tytherleigh, 

Axminster EX13 

7BE 

http://www.tytherleigharms.com/ 

Reliable and friendly gastro-pub 

3.3 The Cotley Inn Wambrook, Chard 

TA20 3EN 

http://www.cotleyinnwambrook.co.uk/ 

Beautiful setting 

http://lordleazehotel.com/restaurant/
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=&daddr=28+Fore+Street%2C+Chard+TA20+1PT+England@50.872864,-2.963971
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=&daddr=28+Fore+Street%2C+Chard+TA20+1PT+England@50.872864,-2.963971
http://www.eleos.org.uk/
http://www.bathhouse-hotel.uk/restaurant/
https://www.facebook.com/SpiceVillaChard/
http://www.tytherleigharms.com/
http://www.cotleyinnwambrook.co.uk/
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Walks: This is our favourite local walk. The red line is 40+ minutes, a signed footpath 

across fields – includes a style. The blue line is mainly along empty narrow roads (apart 

from the odd horse) a couple of hours, which takes you to Tatworth outskirts.  

 

 

 
 

 

Detour to Ye 

Olde Poppe Inn 

pub. Axminster 

Rd (A358). 

Food served. 
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For a longer walk, you can trek along “The Drift” to Chard’s disused reservoir – now a 

nature reserve. The Drift is a rough track in places. It’s also a scenic (but long) route to 

Town shops for enthusiastic walkers – the red dashed route.  

Sustrans cycling route 33 starts in the park over the main road from Tesco 

 

 

 
 

Sustrans Route 33. Cycling or walking. From Tesco in Chard you can walk /cycle through 

a park and then along a disused railway line to Ilminster. With an OS map you can carry 

on and walk past historic Dillington House. Sustrans info: “A popular ride with locals and 

visitors, there is much to experience along the way from reminders of the Second World War (the 

Taunton Stop Line defences), to a bird watching haven at Chard Reservoir” 

Nature 

reserve 

The Drift 

Forton House CL 
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Places to visit: 

 

Forde Abbey is our closest attraction, a privately owned former Cistercian monastery just 

over the border in Dorset, a 2 mile walk or 5 minutes by car. The house and gardens are 

run as a tourist attraction, the gardens can be enjoyed all day. https://www.fordeabbey.co.uk/ 

 

 

 
 

 

Lyme Regis is a beautiful seaside town where nearly all our 

visitors head to (30 minutes) or Seaton (25 minute drive).  

At Lyme Regis it’s worth walking a bit further West than the 

rest of the visitors to see fantastic ammonite fossils the size 

of car wheels on this wonderful Jurassic Coast.  

 

Abbey 

https://www.fordeabbey.co.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=lyme+regis+ammonite&hl=en&biw=1600&bih=805&tbm=isch&tbnid=wLgP0XtAoU8UZM:&imgrefurl=http://www.panoramio.com/photo/31327418&docid=bIRpANW4458yoM&imgurl=http://mw2.google.com/mw-panoramio/photos/medium/31327418.jpg&w=500&h=334&ei=6kEgUIDyEoOd0QXi-oCABQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=967&vpy=337&dur=4612&hovh=183&hovw=275&tx=128&ty=140&sig=110582951740584426724&page=2&tbnh=138&tbnw=192&start=28&ndsp=36&ved=1t:429,r:18,s:28,i:216
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Also fairly close together and around 30 minutes from the site: 

 

Haynes International Motor Museum 

is in Sparkford, Yeovil, Somerset 

BA22 7LH 

 

Fleet Air Arm Museum, RNAS 

Yeovilton, Ilchester, Somerset BA22 

8HT 

 

 

The Tank Museum, Linsay Rd, Bovington, Wareham BH20 6JG is 1hr 15. 

 

There are many Gardens and National Trust properties within a 20 mile radius. Here are a 

few close by: 

 

• Hestercombe Gardens 

• Montacute House 

• East Lambrook Manor Gardens  

• Barrington Court 

• Mapperton Gardens 

• Lytes Cary 

• Lower Severalls Gardens 

• Knightshayes 

• Burrow Farm Gardens 

• Stourhead House and Gardens 

• Seaton open topped Tramway 

• West Somerset Steam Railway 

 

Further afield and worth a day trip is one of the  

National Trust’s greatest recent investments,  

Tyntesfield House and gardens (BS48 1NX). 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/tyntesfield/ 

 

 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/tyntesfield/
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About Forton House 

 
Forton House was Grade 2 listed in the 1980’s.  

 

1600 Large farmhouse with separate barn at the rear. At some point it was a coaching Inn for traffic 

passing from Chard to Bridport. 

1800 Bought by solicitors in Chard who created the Georgian Drawing Room, conservatory and 

greenhouses, building extensions to bring the two buildings into one 12 bedroom property. At this 

time the house was divided up with the family at the front, a servants’ passage and staff at the back. 

1850 Approximate time the separate stable building was built, with 

stabling for 6 horses and hayloft. 

1900 Owned by the Houghton-James family with a staff of six and 

a Chauffeur to drive the Rolls-Royce.  

1949 Like so many post-war houses, it was sold. Forton House 

was then run as a private school. 

1951 Bought by Alec Adams, Great Grandson of the first man to 

receive the Victoria Cross. Alec ran the private school for 50 

boys until 1967 during which time the 1960’s ‘box’ was built 

on the back – not very in-keeping with the rest of the house! This was a dormitory upstairs and 

refectory / school hall downstairs.  

1967 The school closed but Alec lived at Forton House with his wife Margaret. After Margaret died the 

house fell into disrepair and by the time Alec died in 2003, only a few rooms were habitable. 

2005 We bought Forton House and started the mammoth renovation. Every summer we are visited by “old 

boys” now retired, who tell us stories of school life in the 1950’s. 

 

The field you are staying in was the school playing fields. The 5 big Scots Pine Trees in the middle had a 

rope tied to them from the top and children hurtled down a zip wire “in front of horrified fee-paying parents” 

the Headmaster’s son told me. In the field opposite Forton House was an outside swimming Pool, where a 

bungalow has now been built. The children were made to swim in it in the depths of winter!  

 

Some pictures from 2005 when we bought the derelict house: 

 

 

 


